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Historical Background 
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• Have existed since before WWI 
• Operational “war fighter” 
• Operational mission support medical officer 



B r e a k i n g  B a r r i e r s  …  S i n c e  1 9 4 7 

Historical Background 
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• Our Purpose – understand the risks of the flying environment firsthand to improve human 
performance 
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Purpose of PPP 
 Governed by AFI 11-405 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Four Main Objectives  

 Expert Guidance 

 Research 

 Teaching 

 Analysis 
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What We’ve Done 
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What We’ve Done 
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Pathways to the PPP 
 Flight Surgeon to Undergraduate Flying Training (UFT) 

 How old? 30 at the UFT class start date 

 Exception to Policy (ETP) opportunity? 

 1 year as a flight doc 

 Civilian flying experience? 

 Line support!  

 AFOQT and BAT completed 

 

 Pilot to Medical School 

 Serve at least 2 operational tours before AFPC release 

 No guarantee for medical school acceptance 

 Must work pre-requisites individually 

 Commissioned at previous rank upon graduation (2 Lt during Med 

School) 

 HPSP or Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences 
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